
A G E N D A 

“Greenwood Source Water Protection Advisory Committee Meeting” 

Greenwood Village Office, Greenwood N.S. 

 

September 26, 2018 

10:00 a.m. 

 

1. Meeting to Order             

 

2. Roll Call  

 

3. Amendments to the Agenda         

 

4. Approval of the agenda 

 

5. Business Arising from previous minutes   

 Draft of Conservation By‐law  

 Public Education – Information Packets (Septic System Guide) 

 

6. Approval of Minutes 

 

7. Disclosure of Conflict of Interest 

 

8. Business 

 Management Plan Evaluation 

Agricultural Best Management Practices 

 Citizen Representative (Term) 

 

9. Other Business 

 Municipal Land‐Use Planning updates 

 Landowner concerns 

 

10. Correspondence 

 

11. Date of Next Meeting 

 

12. Public Comments 

 

13. Adjournment 
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GREENWOOD SOURCE WATER PROTECTION 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES OF March 29, 2018  
 
 
 
1. Meeting to Order: 
Chairperson Paul Spicer called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.   
 
2. Roll Call: 
Attending:                   
Councilor Paul Spicer, Chair             
Holden Armstrong, Citizen Representative 
Commissioner Bob Baker, Village of Greenwood 
Mark Fredericks, Planner, Municipality of Kings County 
Lisa Langille, Compliance Officer, Municipality of Kings County 
Dawn MacNeill, Nova Scotia Environment 
 
Regrets:  
Scott Quinn, Director EPW, Lands and Parks 
 
3. Amendments to the Agenda: 
None 
 
4. Approval of the Agenda: 
 
The agenda for the March 29, 2018 meeting of the Greenwood Source Water Advisory 
Committee was circulated. 
 
Commissioner Baker moved for approval of the agenda; seconded by Mr. Armstrong.   
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
5. Business Arising from the Minutes: 
Generator – Lisa Langille reviewed the background to this project.  It was established that a 
diesel generator was not ideal to have in a wellfield.   A propane one was purchased and is now 
installed and operational. 
 
It was discussed that there would be a tour of the wellfield offered for the next meeting to see 
the new generator. 
 
6. Approval of the Minutes: 
The minutes of the October, 16, 2017 meeting of the Greenwood Source Water Advisory 
Committee were circulated with the agenda and reviewed. 
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Mr. Armstrong moved for approval of the minutes and was seconded by Commissioner Baker. 
 
7. Disclosure of Conflict of Interest: 
None 
 
8. Business: 
Water Conservation by‐law – Background; as an item for our approval to operate, we are 
required to have a water conservation plan in place and in addition to this, we had a study done 
in 2017 by Terry Hennigar to determine parameters for conservation with our well levels.  We 
currently have a water conservation plan in place but all elements of it are voluntary.  To add an 
element of enforcement, it was determined that a bylaw would be a good tool. It was discussed 
that a Draft of the Conservation By‐law will be submitted to the Source Water Protection 
Committee for comment by June 1st. 
 
Management Plan Evaluation – It was asked that the Monitoring Plan be distributed 
electronically. 

‐ It was asked if there is a review date for the LUB’s related to this plan.  It was indicated 
that this would be part of the Municipal Planning Strategy that is happening right now.  

‐ It was requested that a Review of new BMP’s be added to the September agenda.  
Agricultural Best Management Practices has been updated. 

‐ We have noticed conductivity and pH in monitoring Well #1 are affected by rainfall.  The 
only difference is they have cleared the land in this area.  We will continue to monitor.  
It was requested that a review of monitoring well depths vs production well depths be 
presented at the next meeting. 

‐ pH of production wells were within guidelines. 
‐ Microbial testing – one positive on raw, probably a post well contamination as all 

follow‐up testing came back fine. 
‐ 2 year and 5 year testing all came back in compliance. 
‐ MPA sampling came back with two Giardia follow up testing indicated zero.  We have 

UV treatment in place for this possibility.  We are moving forward with some 
recommendations made by the consultant to improve the wellfield. 
 

Education Discussion 
‐ Information packets to remind people or communicate that they currently live in a 

wellfield.  Something for Community Development to put something together.  Digby is 
an example of a Town / Municipality, 

‐ Dawn discussed a brochure that was published by the Village of Lawrencetown, which is 
a good educational tool.  Lisa will contact them to determine if this were something they 
would be willing to share. 
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9. Other Business: 
New Well – Looking at a back‐up well to provide additional water as needed.  This is located 
at Bedford Road.  The water quality appears good.  Will keep the committee apprised of 
updates. 
 
Mark Fredericks reiterated the importance of public engagement, making sure people have 
the proper information delivered to them within the wellfield. 
 
Questions about the land ownership and previous uses was discussed.  Need to determine if 
there was a lift station or small sewage treatment plant there in the past. 
 
Testing of this site has indicated it is most likely non‐GUDI. 
 

 
10. Correspondence: 
  None 
 
11. Date of Next Meeting: 
It was agreed the next meeting of the Committee will take place on Thursday, September 27, 
2018 at 10 a.m. 
 
12. Public Comments: 
Agenda suggestion – Dawn MacNeill suggested additional agenda sections be added, 1.  
Landowner concerns and 2.  Municipal Land use Planning updates.  It was agreed these could 
be added under “Business”. 
 
It was suggested that a list of committee members be made available to the public, so they 
know whom to contact with concerns.  Newsletter, tax bill, Village of Greenwood Website.  In 
addition, a tab could be added to the website discussing the wellfield and providing public 
education. 
 
Need to determine when the citizen representations is up and Holden Armstrong is interested 
in reoffering.  Lisa will follow‐up with Janny Postema. 
 
13. Adjournment: 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 11:14am as moved by 
Commissioner Baker and seconded by Mark Fredericks. 



MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF KINGS 
 
 

For By-Law information contact the Municipal Clerk 
Tel: (902) 678-6141 Fax: (902) 678-9279 E-mail: municipalclerk@countyofkings.ca 

 

 
BY-LAW # xxx 

 
MUNICPAL WATER CONSERVATION  

 
SUBTITLE 
   
A By-law to regulate the consumption of water in accordance with the Municipality’s 
Source Water Protection Plans. 
 
PREAMBLE & ENACTMENT 
 
WHEREAS the Municipality owns and operates Municipal Water Utilities, public water utilities 
serving the Village of Greenwood and the Village of Aylesford (Sandy Court); 

AND WHEREAS the Municipality is required through regulations enabled under the 
legislation to implement a Source Water Protection Plan to ensure the long term sustainability 
of the ground water source supplying the Municipal Water Utilities; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Source Water Protection Plan is based on the following principles: 
 
The development and maintenance of a mutually beneficial, locally developed and administered 
Source Water Protection Program that protects the water source(s) of Municipal Water Utilities.  
The goal of the plan is to protect source water of the Municipal Water Utilities. 
 
AND WHEREAS the Municipality desires to enact a by-law to temporarily limit water 
consumption that is not required to support public health and safety in times of high demand 
to satisfy regulatory requirements or operational requirements; 
 
BE IT ENACTED by the Council of the Municipality as follows: 
 
PART 1:  TITLE 
 
This By-law may be cited as the Water Conservation By-law for the Municipality of the 
County of Kings, and shall apply to the area serviced by the Municipality.  
 
PART 2:  INTERPRETATION 
 
In this By-law the word “shall” is mandatory and not permissive.  Word used in the present 
tense shall include the future.  Words used in the singular shall include the plural except 
where otherwise indicated, and words used in the plural shall include the singular. 
 
PART 3:  DEFINITIONS 
 
3.1 AESTHETIC CLEANING means the use of water for cleaning when it is not for a health 

or safety reason. 
 
3.2 AESTHETIC WATER FEATURE means a fountain, pond, or other water feature 

that primarily serves an aesthetic purpose. It does not include ponds that contain fish. 
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3.3 AUTOMATIC SHUT-OFF DEVICE means a device attached to a water hose that shuts 

off the supply of water automatically unless hand pressure is applied to operate the 
device. 

 
 
3.4 COMMERCIAL CLEANING OPERATION means a company, partnership or person that 

offers commercial cleaning services, including pressure washing, window cleaning and 
other similar building cleaning services, to the public for a fee. 

 
3.5 COMMERCIAL VEHICLE WASHING means commercial vehicle washing services 

offered to the public for a fee, but excludes car dealerships, fleet vehicle washing 
facilities, and charity car washes. 

 
3.6 COUNCIL means the Council of the Municipality. 
 
3.7 DRIP IRRIGATION means  an irrigation system that delivers water directly to the root 

zone of the plant at a low flow rate through individual emission points (emitters) using 
droplets of water and excludes sprinkler irrigation systems, micro-spray systems, misting 
systems, and soaker hoses. 

 
3.8 EDIBLE PLANT means a plant grown for the purpose of human consumption.  
 
3.9 ENGINEER means the Director of Engineering and Public Works, Lands, and Park 

Services of the Municipality and includes a person acting under the supervision and 
direction of the Engineer. 

 
 
3.10 GOLF COURSE means the greens, tee areas, and fairways that are designed and 

maintained as playing surfaces for golf, but does not include rough areas or lawns that are 
not maintained as playing surfaces. 

 
3.11 GWU means the Greenwood Water Utility, a public water utility owned by the 

Municipality. 
 
3.12 IMPERMEABLE SURFACE means a material added to the surface of the ground, or on 

the exterior of a building or structure that is impermeable to water, including but not 
limited to glass, wood, concrete, asphalt, paving stones and other similar materials. 

 
3.13 LAWN means a cultivated area surrounding or adjacent to a building that is covered by 

grass, turf, or a ground cover plant such as clover, including areas such as boulevards, 
parks, school yards and cemeteries, but excluding golf courses, soil-based playing fields, 
and sand-based playing fields. 

 
3.14 MUNICIPALITY means the Municipality of the County of Kings. 
 
3.15 NEW LAWN means a Lawn that is newly established either by seeding or laying of new 

sod or turf. 
 

3.16 OWNER as it refers to the owner of the property includes: 

i. a part owner, joint owner, tenant in common or joint tenant of the whole or any part 
or parcel of land or a building; 
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ii. In the case of the absence or incapacity of the Person having title to the Lot or 
Building, a trustee, an executor, an administrator, a guardian, an agent, a mortgagee 
in possession or other Person having the care or control of any Lot or Building; and 

iii. In the absence of proof to the contrary, the Person assessed for the taxes on the 
parcel of land or building. 

 
3.17 PERMIT means a permit issued under Part 5 of the By-law. 
 
3.18 PERSON includes a corporation and the heirs, executors, administrators or other legal 

representatives of a Person, but specifically excludes the Municipality. 
 
3.19 PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT means an advertisement or public service announcement in 

any of following mediums: 
(a)  a television or radio broadcast from a station that broadcasts to the area;  

  (b) a newspaper or other publication intended for general circulation, including one that 
is distributed without charge to the reader that contains news and advertising, and is 
distributed within the area at least once per week; and 

    (c) other methods as prescribed in a communication plan approved by Policy of 
Council.  

 
3.20 RESTRICTION STAGE means restrictions upon the use of water as prescribed in this By-

law.  
 
3.21 SAND-BASED PLAYING FIELD means a playing field that is constructed with a highly 

permeable sand-based root zone typically 30 to 40 centimetres deep over a drainage 
system with drain pipes bedded in gravel, and is designed and maintained to be playable 
year-round. 

 
3.22 SCWU means the (Aylesford) Sandy Court Water Utility, a public water utility owned by 

the Municipality. 
  
 
3.23 SOAKER HOSE means a garden hose or pipe with small holes that allows water to seep 

into the ground to the roots of plants, discharging water through the entire length of its 
porous surface. 

 
3.24 SOIL-BASED PLAYING FIELD means a playing field that is covered with grass, sod or 

turf that is designed and maintained to be played upon, or that is used for sporting or other 
community events and activities, but does not include lawns, golf courses, or sand-based 
playing fields. 

 
3.25 WATER used as a noun means Water supplied directly or indirectly by Municipal 

Utilities, whether or not mixed with rain Water, gray Water or recycled Water. 
 
3.26 WATER used as a verb, and "Watering" or “Watered”, mean the application or 

distribution of Water (used as a noun) to lands or plants but does not include Drip 
Irrigation. 

 
3.27 WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN means a plan proposed by the owner or operator of a 

golf course, soil-based playing field, and sand-based playing field operators and 
approved by the Municipality of Kings. The plan sets out terms such as water use targets 
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during the different stages of conservation, restrictions to reduce water use, and reporting 
requirements for the owner or operator. 

 
3.28 WATER PLAY PARK means a recreational facility that is primarily outdoors, including 

spray pools and wading pools, spray parks, splash pads, and water slides. 
 
3.29 WATERING LAWN means applying water to a lawn with any device or tool including 

but not limited to a sprinkler, hose, mister, or drip irrigation. 
 
3.30 WATER SYSTEM means a water system; consisting of the source, structures, pipes, 

hydrants, meters, service laterals, devices, equipment or other things used, or intended, 
for the collection, transportation, pumping or treatment of water. 

 
PART 4: IMPLEMENTATION OF WATER USE RESTRICTIONS  
 
4.1 Stage 1 Restrictions are effective within all areas serviced by the Utility from May 15 to 

October 15 each year. The Engineer may suspend Stage 1 Restrictions, and rescind same, if, 
in the Engineer’s opinion, there has been higher than average rainfall amounts and that a 
suspension will not adversely impact the Utility. 

 
4.2 The Engineer is authorized to activate, extend or deactivate any Restriction Stages 2 

through 4 inclusive as prescribed in Schedule “A” of this By-law, in the Engineer’s 
opinion: 

a) Seasonal 
b) drought  conditions,  or  other  water  shortage 
c) activated based on the rare occurrence of a significant emergency, such 

as an earthquake,  flood, wild land and interface fire, severe weather, 
or a  prolonged  regional  power  outage  that  causes  significant  
impacts  to  the water system  infrastructure  (e.g.  damage to  major 
water transmission lines, pump stations, or treatment plants). 

 
4.3 The Municipality, in its absolute discretion, is authorized to impose at any time any other 

water use regulation, which it deems advisable to further limit the hours of external water 
use on permitted days and to ban completely the external use of water at any time. 

 
4.4   

a) The Engineer shall make a Public Announcement when either: 
i. Stage 1 Restrictions have been suspended under Section 4.1; or 

ii. Any additional restrictions that is activated, extended, or deactivated under 
Sections 4.2 and 4.3. 

b) Public Announcements will include: 
i. The effective date of any actions implemented under Sections 4.1, 4.2 or 

4.3; 
ii. Information on additional restrictions activated or extended as per Sections 

4.2 and 4.3; or 
iii. Other information that the Engineer deems necessary for implementation of 

any provisions of Part 4. 
 
4.5 Following a Public Announcement for the activation or extension of any additional 

restrictions, no Person shall use Water except in accordance the restriction in force at the 
time.  
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PART 5:  WATER MANAGEMENT VARIANCE 
 
5.1 The Owner of a Golf Course, Soil-Based Playing Field, or a Sand-Based Playing Field 

may apply in writing to the Engineer for a Water Management Variance to have their 
water usage regulated by a Water Management Plan. A variance is valid for three (3) 
years from the date of approval, inclusive of that date.  

 
5.2 The Owner or his/her agent shall submit an application for a Water Management 

Variance.  The application shall be in the form prescribed by the Engineer, including a 
Water Management Plan as prescribed in Section 6.3.  A Water Management Variance 
Application Fee, as set out by Policy of Council, shall be submitted with the application. 
An application is not complete until all supporting documentation and all fees required 
by Policy of Council are received by the Engineer.  Within 30 business days of receipt of 
a complete application, the Engineer shall approve the application if it complies with this 
By-law. If the application is refused, the Engineer shall inform the applicant, in writing, 
of the reason(s) for the refusal. 

 
5.3 Water Management Plan shall, at a minimum, contain the following information to the 

satisfaction of the Engineer: 
 (a) Map of the property subject to the Water Management Plan showing property boundary, 
  areas to be Watered, connections to the Water System,    

(b) Other sources of water at the subject property 
(c) Water consumption rates between May 1 and October 15 of the previous 3 years;  

 (d) Proposed volume of Water to be consumed from May 1 to October 15 of each 
year for the term of the Water Management Variance; 

 (e) Measures that the Owner will use during the term of the Water Management 
Variance to conserve Water and to reduce the use of Water; 

 (f) Schedule for Watering specified areas within the operation for each 
   Restrictions Stage, except Stage 4; 
 (g) reporting of actual Water use to the Engineer not less than once per month when Stage 

1 Restrictions or Stage 2 Restrictions are in force, and not less than once every two 
weeks when Stage 3 Restrictions are in force; and 

 (h) any other information, commitments, conditions or restrictions the 
   Engineer may require. 
 
5.4 The Engineer may terminate or suspend a Water Management Variance by notifying the 

Owner or his/her agent in writing at least five business days before the termination or 
suspension date. 

 
5.5 All Water Management Variances shall be suspended when the Engineer activates a Stage 

4 Restriction or when the Municipality exercises its authority to impose further 
restrictions under Section 4.3. The suspension will terminate when the applicable 
restriction is deactivated. 

 
5.6     An Owner may terminate a Water Management Variance by notifying the Engineer in 

writing on the date specified in the written termination or the date on which the Engineer 
receives the written termination, whichever is later. 

 
5.7     An Owner may apply, in the same manner prescribed in Section 5.2, to modify an approved 

Water Management Variance. 
 
PART 6:  WATERING PERMIT 
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6.1 A Person who installs a new Lawn, either by seeding or by placing sod or turf or wishes to 

apply nematodes to an existing lawn may apply in writing to the Engineer for a Watering 
Permit may apply to the Engineer for a Permit authorizing the applicant to Water when 
Stage 1 Restrictions or Stage 2 Restrictions are in force. A permit is valid for twenty-one 
(21) calendar days from the date of approval, inclusive of that date. The applicant may 
apply for a one-time twenty-one (21) calendar day extension, except for Watering Permits 
issued for nematode application. 

 
6.2 All applications for a permit or an extension shall be in the form prescribed by the 

Engineer.  A Watering Permit  Application Fee, as set out by Policy of Council, shall 
be submitted with the application. An application is not complete until all supporting 
documentation and all fees required by Policy of Council are received by the 
Engineer.  Within five (5) business days of receipt of a complete application, the 
Engineer shall approve the application if it complies with this By-law. If the 
application is refused, the Engineer shall inform the applicant, in writing, of the 
reason(s) for the refusal. 

 
6.3 The Engineer will not approve any applications under Part 6 while a Stage 3 or a Stage 

4 Restriction is in effect; or when the Municipality has imposed further restrictions 
under Section 4.3. 

 
6.4 All Watering Permits shall be suspended when the Engineer activates a Stage 3 of a 

Stage 4 or Restriction; or when the Municipality exercises its authority to impose 
further restrictions under Section 4.3. The suspension will terminate when the 
applicable restriction is deactivated. 

 
6.5 A Person who has been issued a Watering Permit must fix the Watering Permit to a post 

on the premises facing the street, beside the principal driveway so that it is visible from 
the street. 

 
6.6 The Engineer may revoke a Permit issued under this section for any reason.
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PART 7:  OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 
 
Any Person who violates any of the provisions of this By-law shall be guilty of an offence and shall be 
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding the sum of $10,000.00 and not less than $275.00, 
and each day during which any violation, contravention or breach shall continue shall be deemed as a 
separate offence. 
 
PART 8:  MUNICIPALITY EXEMPTION 
 
Notwithstanding the activation of any stage of water restrictions, the Municipality may use water 
and is exempt from the water restrictions applicable to that stage, where use of water is needed to 
carry out activities needed for protecting public health and safety. 
 
 
PART 9:  SEVERABILITY 
 
If any portion of this By-law is declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, then the invalid 
portion must be severed and the remainder of the By-law is deemed valid. 
 
PART 10:  EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This By-law comes into force and effect on the XX day of XX, 2018. 
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Schedule “A” – Restriction Stages 

GENERAL RESTRICTIONS FOR ALL STAGES (1 THROUGH 4) 
 

1)   All hoses must have an automatic shut-off device. 
2) Water  must  not  unnecessarily  run  off  on  impermeable  surfaces  such  as 

driveways,  curbs, pathways, or gutters when watering lawns and plants. 
3) Artificial playing turf and outdoor tracks must not be watered except for a health or 

safety reason. 
4)   Hoses and taps must not run unnecessarily. 
5)   Irrigation systems must not be faulty, leaking, or misdirected. 
 
STAGE 1 WATER RESTRICTIONS 

 
User Water Use Restriction 

 
R

E
SI

D
E

N
T

IA
L

 Watering lawns Even-numbered civic addresses: on
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 4 am to 9 am Odd-numbered civic 

addresses: on Thursdays and Sundays from 4 am to 9 am 

Watering new lawns or 
lawns being treated for 
the European Chafer 

Outside restricted lawn watering times if in compliance with a local 
government permit 

Watering trees, shrubs, 
and flowers excluding 
edible plants 

On any day from 4 am to 9 am if using a sprinkler 

On any day at any time if using a handheld hose, soaker hose, water 
container, or drip irrigation 

 
N

O
N

-R
E

SI
D

E
N

T
IA

L
 

Watering lawns 
(mixed-use buildings e.g. 
residential and 
commercial should follow 
Non-residential watering 

Even-numbered civic addresses: on Mondays 

from 1 am to 6 am and on Fridays from 4 am to 9 am Odd-

numbered civic addresses: on Tuesdays from 1 am to 6 am and 

on Fridays from 4 am to 9 am 

Watering new lawns 
or lawns being 
treated for European 

Outside restricted lawn watering times if in compliance with a local 
government permit 

Watering trees, shrubs, 
and flowers excluding 
edible plants 

On any day from 1 am to 9 am if using a sprinkler 

On any day at any time if using a handheld hose, soaker hose, water 
container, or drip irrigation 
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G

O
V

E
R

N
M

E
N

T
S/

 S
C

H
O

O
L

S/
P

A
R

K
S

 

Watering lawns 
and grass 
boulevards 

Even-numbered civic addresses: on Mondays 
from 1 am to 6 am and on Fridays from 4 am to 9 am Odd-
numbered civic addresses: on Tuesdays from 1 am to 6 am and 
on Fridays from 4 am to 9 am 

Watering new lawns or 
lawns being treated for 
the European Chafer 

Outside restricted lawn watering times if in compliance with a local 
government permit 

Watering trees, shrubs, 
and flowers excluding 
edible plants 

On any day from 1 am to 9 am if using a sprinkler 

On any day at any time if using a handheld hose, soaker hose, water 
container, or drip irrigation 

Watering soil-based 
playing fields 

On any day from 7 pm to 9 am, except if: 

-  Watering newly over-seeded fields if in compliance with a local 
government permit 

-  Operating  under an approved local government water management 
plan 

Watering sand-
based playing 
fields 

On any day from 7 pm to 9 am, except if: 

-  Watering newly over-seeded fields if in compliance with a local 
government permit 

-  Operating under an approved local government water management 
plan 

Flushing water mains Prohibited 
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STAGE 2 WATER RESTRICTIONS 
 
 

User Water Use Restriction 

 
R

E
SI

D
E

N
T

IA
L

 

Watering lawns Even-numbered civic addresses: on 
Wednesdays from 4 am to 9 am 
Odd-numbered civic addresses: on Thursdays 
from 4 am to 9 am 

Watering new lawns or 
lawns being treated for the 
European Chafer Beetle 

Outside restricted lawn watering times if in compliance 
with a local government permit 

Watering trees, shrubs, and 
flowers excluding edible 
plants 

On any day from 4 am to 9 am if using a sprinkler 

On any day at any time if using a handheld hose, soaker 
hose, water container, or drip irrigation 

Washing impermeable surfaces Prohibited except if: 

-  For a health or safety reason 
-  Preparing a surface for painting or similar treatment 
-  Aesthetic cleaning by a commercial cleaning 

operation 

Topping up or filling 
aesthetic water features 

Prohibited 
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User Water Use Restriction 

 
N
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N
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E
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D

E
N

T
IA

L
 

Watering lawns (mixed-use 
buildings e.g. residential and 
commercial should follow 
Non- residential watering 
times) 

Even-numbered civic addresses: on Mondays
from 1 am to 6 am 
Odd-numbered civic addresses: on Tuesdays 

from 1 am to 6 am 

Watering new lawns or 
lawns being treated for the 
European Chafer Beetle 

Outside restricted lawn watering times if in compliance 
with a local government permit 

Watering trees, shrubs, and 
flowers excluding edible 
plants 

On any day from 1 am to 9 am if using a sprinkler 

On any day at any time if using a handheld hose, soaker 
hose, water container, or drip irrigation 

Watering golf courses Fairways watering anytime on any one day in a 7-day 
period, except if operating under an approved local 
government water management plan 

Washing impermeable surfaces Prohibited except if: 

-  For a health or safety reason 
-  Preparing a surface for painting or similar treatment 
-  Aesthetic cleaning by a commercial cleaning 

operation 

Topping up or filling 
aesthetic water features 

Prohibited 
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User Water Use Restriction 
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Watering lawns and 
grass boulevards 

Even-numbered civic addresses: on Mondays
from 1 am to 6 am 

 
Odd-numbered civic addresses: on Tuesdays 
from 1 am to 6 am 

Watering new lawns or 
lawns being treated for the 
European Chafer Beetle 

Outside restricted lawn watering times if in compliance 
with a local government permit 

Watering trees, shrubs, and 
flowers excluding edible 
plants 

On any day from 1 am to 9 am if using a sprinkler 

On any day at any time if using a handheld hose, soaker 
hose, water container, or drip irrigation 

Watering soil-based playing 
fields 

No more than 4 days in a 7-day period from 7 pm to 
9 am, except if: 

-  Watering newly over-seeded fields if in compliance 
with a local government permit 

-  Operating under an approved local government 
water management plan 

Watering sand-based 
playing fields 

On any day from 7 pm to 9 am, except if: 

-  Watering newly over-seeded fields if in compliance 
with a local government permit 

-  Operating under an approved local government 
water management plan 

Flushing water mains Prohibited 

Operating water play parks 
and pools 

Prohibited except water play parks with user- 
activated switches 

Topping up or filling 
aesthetic water features 

Prohibited 
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PART 3 – STAGE 3 WATER RESTRICTIONS 

 
Stage  3  restrictions  respond  to  serious  drought  conditions,  or  other  water  shortage,  and 
achieve further  reductions in drinking water use by implementing a lawn watering ban and 
additional stricter measures. 

 
User Water Use Restriction 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  R
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S
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N

T
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Watering lawns Prohibited 

Watering new lawns or 
lawns being treated for the 
European Chafer Beetle 

Local government permits issued in Stages 1 or 2 
remain in effect until permit expires 

No new permits issued or renewed 

Watering trees, shrubs, and 
flowers excluding edible 
plants 

Prohibited if using a sprinkler or soaker hose 

On any day at any time if using a handheld hose, 
water container, or drip irrigation 

Washing impermeable surfaces Prohibited except if: 

-  For a health or safety reason 
-   Preparing a surface for painting or similar treatment 

by a commercial cleaning operation 

Topping up or filling 
aesthetic water features 

Prohibited 

Topping up or filling pools 
and hot tubs 

Prohibited 

Washing vehicles and boats Prohibited except to clean windows, lights, mirrors, 
license plates, and boat engines for safety 
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User Water Use Restriction 
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N
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N
T
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Watering lawns (mixed-use 
buildings e.g. residential and 
commercial should follow 
Non- residential watering 
times) 

Prohibited 

Watering new lawns or 
lawns being treated for the 
European Chafer Beetle 

Local government permits issued in Stages 1 or 2 
remain in effect until permit expires 

No new permits issued or renewed 

Watering trees, shrubs, and 
flowers excluding edible 
plants 

Prohibited if using a sprinkler or soaker hose 

On any day at any time if using a handheld hose, 
water container, or drip irrigation 

Watering golf courses Fairways watering prohibited except if operating 
under an approved local government water 
management plan

Washing impermeable surfaces Prohibited except if: 

-  For a health or safety reason 

-  Preparing a surface for painting or similar treatment 
by a commercial cleaning operation 

Topping up or filling 
aesthetic water features 

Prohibited 

Topping up or filling pools 
and hot tubs 

Prohibited except for pools and hot tubs with a 
permit to operate in accordance with health 
authorities having jurisdiction over pool and hot tub 
regulation 

Washing vehicles and boats Prohibited except to clean windows, lights, mirrors, 
licence plates, and boat engines for safety 

Commercial vehicle washing Prohibited except if: 

-  A facility that installed an automatic vehicle wash 
system before November 1, 2017, is operating on a 
basic wash and rinse cycle only 

-  A facility that installed an automatic vehicle wash 
system after November 1, 2017, is operating using 
a water recycling system that achieves a minimum 
60% water recovery rate over the full wash cycle A 
hand wash and self-service facility, is operating 
using high-pressure wands or brushes that achieve a 
maximum flow rate of 11.4 litres per minute 
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User Water Use Restriction 
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Watering lawns and 
grass boulevards 

Prohibited 

Watering new lawns or 
lawns being treated for the 
European Chafer Beetle 

Local government permits issued in Stages 1 or 2 
remain in effect until permit expires 

No new permits issued or renewed 

Watering trees, shrubs, 
and flowers 

Prohibited if using a sprinkler or soaker hose 

On any day at any time if using a handheld hose, 
water container, or drip irrigation 

Watering soil-based playing 
fields 

No more than 3 days in a 7-day period from 7 pm to 
9 am except if: 

-   Watering newly over-seeded fields if in 
compliance with a local government permit 

-   Operating under an approved local government 
water management plan 

Watering sand-based 
playing fields 

No more than 5 days in a 7-day period from 7 pm to 
9 am, except if: 

-  Watering newly over-seeded fields if in compliance 
with a local government permit 

-  Operating under an approved local government 
water management plan

 Flushing water mains Prohibited 

Operating water play 
parks 

Prohibited except water play parks with user- 
activated switches 

Topping up or filling 
aesthetic water features 

Prohibited 

Topping up or filling 
pools and hot tubs 

Prohibited except for pools and hot tubs with a permit 
to operate in accordance with health authorities 
having jurisdiction over pool and hot tub regulation 

Washing vehicles and 
boats 

Prohibited except to clean windows, lights, mirrors, 
licence plates, and boat engines for safety 
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PART 4 – STAGE 4 WATER RESTRICTIONS 
 

Stage 4 is an emergency stage that limits both indoor and outdoor water uses as  
much  as  possible  to  ensure  an  adequate  supply  of  drinking  water  for human 
consumption, use in firefighting and to protect  the quality of drinking water within 
the water system for public health. 

 
Stage 4 is activated based on the rare occurrence of a significant emergency, such as 
an earthquake,  flood, wild land and interface fire, severe weather, or a  prolonged  
regional  power  outage  that  causes  significant  impacts  to  the water system  
infrastructure  (e.g.  damage  to  major water transmission lines, pump stations, or 
treatment plants). 

 
In addition to the following outdoor water restrictions, the Municipality could request   
that   industrial   water   users   implement   voluntary   reductions   or reschedule  
production  processes  that  consume  large  amounts of water until Stage 4 is 
deactivated. 

 
User Water Use Restriction 

    
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
R
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D
E

N
T
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Watering lawns Prohibited 

Watering new lawns or 
lawns being treated for the 
European Chafer Beetle 

All local government permits issued for lawn 
watering are invalidated 

Watering trees, shrubs, flowers 
and edible plants 

Prohibited 

Topping up or filling 
aesthetic water features 

Prohibited 

Topping up or filling pools 
and hot tubs 

Prohibited 

Washing impermeable surfaces Prohibited except if ordered by a regulatory 
authority having jurisdiction for a health or safety 

Washing vehicles and boats Prohibited except to clean windows, lights, 
mirrors, licence plates, and boat engines for 
safety
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User Water Use Restriction 
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Watering lawns (mixed-use 
buildings e.g. residential and 
commercial should follow 
Non- residential watering 
times) 

Prohibited 

Watering new lawns or 
lawns being treated for the 
European Chafer Beetle 

All local government permits issued for lawn 
watering are invalidated 

Watering trees, shrubs, flowers 
and edible plants 

Prohibited 

Watering golf courses Prohibited 

Washing impermeable surfaces Prohibited except if ordered by a regulatory 
authority having jurisdiction for health or 

Topping up or filling 
aesthetic water features 

Prohibited 

Topping up or filling pools 
and hot tubs 

Prohibited 

Washing vehicles and boats Prohibited except to clean windows, lights, 
mirrors, licence plates, and boat engines for 
safety 

Commercial vehicle washing Prohibited 
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User Water Use Restriction 
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Watering lawns and 
grass boulevards 

Prohibited 

Watering new lawns or 
lawns being treated for 
European Chafer Beetle 

All local government permits issued for lawn 
watering are invalidated 

Watering trees, shrubs, flowers 
and edible plants 

Prohibited 

Watering soil-based playing fields Prohibited 

Watering sand-based playing 
fields 

Prohibited 

Flushing water mains Prohibited 

Operating water play parks Prohibited 

Topping up or filling 
aesthetic water features 

Prohibited 

Topping up or filling pools 
and hot tubs 

Prohibited 

Washing vehicles and boats Prohibited except to clean windows, lights, 
mirrors, licence plates, and boat engines for 
safety

 
 
 
 



Did you know that as a 

homeowner you’re responsible 

for maintaining your septic 

system?  

 

Did you know that maintaining 

your septic system protects your 

investment in your 

home?  

 

Did you know that you should 

regularly inspect your system 

and pump out your septic 

tank? 

Saving money 
 

A key reason to maintain your septic system is to 

save money. Failing septic systems are expensive 

to repair or replace, and poor maintenance 

is often the culprit. Having your septic system  

inspected every 3 years is a bargain when you 

consider the cost of replacing the entire system. 

Your system will need pumping every 3 to 5 years, 

depending on how many people live in the house 

and the size of the tank. An unusable septic 

system or one in disrepair will lower your        

property value and could pose a legal liability. 

 
 

Protecting health and the        

environment 
 

Other good reasons for safe treatment of sewage 

include preventing the spread of disease and        

protecting water resources. Typical pollutants in 

household wastewater include nitrogen,        

phosphorous, and disease-causing bacteria and 

viruses. If a septic system is working properly, it 

will remove most of these pollutants. 

Why should I maintain my 

septic system? 

Inspect and pump frequently 
You should have your septic system assessed 

at least every 3 years and have your tank 

pumped every 3 to 5 years. A Qualified Person 

or certified septic system installer can assess 

all parts of your septic system, and a certified 

pumping professional can assess the condition 

of your septic tank. 
 

Use water efficiently 
Average indoor water use in a typical single-

family home is about 1000 litres per day. 

Leaky toilets can waste as much as 900 litres 

each day. The more water a household       

conserves, the less water enters the septic  

system. Efficient water use can improve the 

operation of the septic system and reduce the 

risk of failure. 
 

Watch your drains 
What goes down the drain can have a major  

impact on how well your septic system works. 
 

Care for your drainfield 
Plant only grass over and near your septic  

system. Roots from trees/shrubs might clog or 

damage the drainfield; Don’t drive or park    

vehicles on any part of your septic system; 

Keep roof drains, basement sump pump 

drains, and other rainwater or surface water 

drainage systems away from the drainfield. 

How do I maintain my septic  

system? 

HOMEOWNER’S GUIDE HOMEOWNER’S GUIDE HOMEOWNER’S GUIDE    

   TO SEPTIC SYSTEMSTO SEPTIC SYSTEMSTO SEPTIC SYSTEMS   



Phone: 902-584-3082 

Fax: 902-584-3878 

E-mail: villagelawrencetown@ns.aliantzinc.ca 

PO Box 38 

12 Prince St. 

Lawrencetown, NS 

B0S 1M0 

1. The number of people in your        

household 

2. The amount of wastewater generated 

3. The volume of solids in the 

wastewater 

4. The size of your septic tank 

Four Major factors influence the 

frequency of pumping: 

VILLAGE OF 

LAWRENCETOWN 

 

SEPTIC SYSTEM DO’S  
 Pump your septic system every 3 to 5 

years. 

 Spread water use out over time. The    

slower you run sewage through your 

septic tank, the better the tank        

performs. 

 Keep pumping records, system         

approval and design info with your 

deed.  

 Plant and maintain a healthy grass 

cover over the drainfield.  

 Divert roof drain and up slope rain  

water from the drain field.  

 

SEPTIC SYSTEM DON’TS 
 Don’t overload your septic with water.  

 Don’t wash more than 2 loads of    

laundry per day.  

 Don’t drive vehicles on the drain field.  

 Don’t allow water from sump drains or 

roof drains to enter your septic         

system. 

 Don’t divert laundry water or sink/

wash water away from the septic     

system. This is referred to as 

“greywater” which is sewage and can 

cause harm to the environment and 

human health.  

 Don’t dump fat or oils down the drain.  

 

NOVA SCOTIA ENVIRONMENT 
 

136 Exhibition St., 2nd Floor 

Kentville, NS 

B4N 4E5 

Phone:  1-902-679-6088 

Fax:        1-902-679-6186 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.macysservices.com/Site/images/Not_in_my_Septic_Sys_clipart.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.macysservices.com/&h=540&w=456&tbnid=sxUkQKG2FighyM:&docid=qtol9F_GJp33dM&ei=5IcmVoGaDMr1-AHogonYCA&tbm=isch&ved=0CEEQMygeMB
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