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AGENDA

Page
1. Call to Order & Land Acknowledgement

2. Roll Call

3. Amendments to Agenda

4. Approval of the Agenda

5. Disclosure of Conflict-of-Interest Issues

6. Approval of Minutes
a. June 10, 2026 3

7. Business Arising from the Minutes

8. Business
a. Presentation from Brigadoon Village
b. Accessible Customer Service Training

9. Other Business

10. Roundtable

11. Correspondence

12. Public Comments

13. Date of Next Meeting: December 9, 2026

14. Adjournment



Accommodations are available for this meeting: please submit your request at
www.countyofkings.ca/accommodationsrequest

Land Acknowledgement

The Municipality of the County of Kings is in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral, unceded,
and current territory of the Mi’kmaq Peoples. The Municipality of the County of
Kings is a neighbour to Annapolis Valley First Nation and Glooscap First Nation, as
well as a diverse urban and rural Indigenous population. We are all treaty people
and commit to upholding the Peace and Friendship Treaties and working towards
reconciliation in all areas of the Municipality.

Diversity Kings County — Joint Accessibility Advisory Committee Combined
Meeting — 6pm

Business:
1. a) Presentation — Bekah Craik, Active Abilities Canada

b) Accessibility Update — Katie MacArthur, Accessibility Coordinator
c) Diversity Update — Graysen Parker and Charissa Kleine Deters


http://www.countyofkings.ca/accommodationsrequest

JOINT ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Wednesday, June 10, 2026

DRAFT MINUTES

Meeting, Date

A meeting of the Joint Accessibility Advisory Committee

and Time (JAAC) was held on Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in
Council Chambers at 6:00 pm
Attending
JAAC Members Mary Fox — Citizen Member (Chair)

Crystal McCormack — Citizen Member: Central

Andy Nette — Commissioner, Village of Port Williams
Doug McLean — Commissioner, Village of Kings Square
John DeCoste — Commissioner, Village of Aylesford

Alan Price — Citizen Member: West

Doug Ralph — Citizen Member (Vice-Chair)

Amanda Baker — Citizen Member

Councillor Doug Gates (on behalf of Councillor Bob Best)

Municipal Staff

Village & KTA Staff

Regrets

Presenting Guests

Katie MacArthur — Accessibility Coordinator

Terry Brown — Manager of Inspection & Enforcement
Division

Cyenna Link — Administrative Assistant/Recording
Secretary

Lindsay Ahearn — Village of Greenwood
Amy Spurrell — Village of Kingston

Ryan Hutt — Citizen Member

Clare Rivard — Commissioner, Village of Canning
Suman Jha Muller — Citizen Member

Quentin Hill = Commissioner, Village of New Minas
Jordan Waterbury — Citizen Member: East

Natalie Palmer — Village of New Minas
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Members of the Public None
1. Call to Order Mary Fox, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:00
p.m.

2. Land Acknowledgement | Mary Fox, Chair, read the Land Acknowledgement per
Policy ADMIN 01-025: Land Acknowledgement.

Katie MacArthur, Accessibility Coordinator,
acknowledged Cyenna Link as the new Administrative
Assistant for the Planning and Inspections Department
and as the new recording secretary for the Joint
Accessibility Advisory Committee.

Ms. MacArthur also acknowledged Councillor Doug
Gates who was present in lieu of Councillor Bob Best.

3. Roll Call Roll call was taken by the Recording Secretary.

4. Amendments to the There were no amendments to the agenda.
Agenda

5. Approval of the Agenda | On motion of Commissioner DeCoste and

Commissioner Nette, that the Joint Accessibility
Advisory Committee approve the June 10, 2026
agenda.

The question was called on the motion.
Motion carried.

6. Disclosure of Conflict of | There were no Conflicts of Interest issues disclosed.
Interest Issues

~

. Approval of Minutes
a. March 11, 2026 On motion of Commissioner Nette and Citizen Member
Price, that the minutes of the Joint Accessibility



https://www.countyofkings.ca/upload/All_Uploads/Council/policies/Administration/ADMIN-01-025%20Land%20Acknowledgement.pdf
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Advisory Committee meeting held on March 11, 2026,
be approved as circulated.

The question was called on the motion.
Motion carried.

8. Business Arising from the
Minutes

There was no business arising from the minutes.

9. Business

a. Presentation —
Natalie Palmer

Natalie Palmer, Active Living Coordinator — New Minas
Recreation, joined virtually to present on progress with
the Village of New Minas Five-Year Accessibility Plan.
Ms. Palmer began by providing a backstory on the Louis
Millet Community Complex and the accessibility of the
building as well as the Village’s Access and Inclusion
Working Group. Ms. Palmer’s updates included
upgrades to local facilities and green spaces. She
highlighted the partnership with the Flower Cart Group
as well as the SHIFT collaboration with neighbouring
recreation departments and organizations.

Members asked questions around accessibility audits
for washroomes, trails and pathways as well as the local
partnerships. Mary Fox, Chair, thanked Ms. Palmer for
her enthusiasm and passion for her work.

b. Access Awareness
Wrap Up and
Funding

Ms. MacArthur shared a debrief on the events during
Access Awareness week which included two Lunch and
Learns for the Municipal staff related to digital
accessibility and navigating spaces with low vision. Ms.
MacArthur highlighted that both sessions were very
well attended and received.
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Treat bags were done up to promote Access Awareness
resources for staff and community members who
visited the Municipal Complex.

Ms. MacArthur provided an update on facility upgrades
to Aylesford Lake Beach that included the completion of
a new accessible sun shelter near the Mobi-Mats, as
well as a progress update for the canoe and
paddleboard rental building.

The accessible parking spaces at the Municipal complex
will be upgraded and the muster point has been
updated to be more accessible.

Ms. MacArthur highlighted a federal funding
opportunity available for National Accessibility Week
projects. She suggested to the Committee that
upcoming project ideas such as a Connections and
Resource Fair would fit well in this application.

c. Customer Service
Training

Ms. MacArthur provided an overview of Sea Change
Colab training opportunities which include Welcoming
All: Accessible Customer Service EN and Disrupting
Ableism EN as opportunities for the Committee and
Municipal staff.

Members asked for more information on who Sea
Change Colab are and if these training opportunities
could be offered to external businesses.

d. Committee
Member Terms

Ms. MacArthur acknowledged expiring Committee
member terms, and recommended to the Committee to
move a motion for re-appointment.

On motion of Councillor Gates and Citizen Member
Price, that the Joint Accessibility Advisory committee
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recommends that Municipal Council and the Village
Commissions re-appoint John DeCoste (Village of
Aylesford), Clare Rivard (Village of Canning), and Andy
Nette (Village of Port Williams) as Village
Commissioner representatives on the Joint
Accessibility Advisory Committee for terms ending
May 31, 2029.

The question was called on the motion.
Motion carried.

10.0ther Business

None.

11.Roundtable

Lindsay Ahearn, Village of Greenwood, asked if the
surrounding municipalities could be invited to the Lunch
and Learn’s hosted by the County of Kings. Terry Brown,
Manager of Inspections and Enforcement supported the
idea of extended invitations. Doug Ralph, Citizen
Member and Vice-Chair, asked if the Lunch and Learns
could be hosted without them being tied to specific
events or awareness weeks.

Mary Fox, Chair, spoke about her attendance at the
People First AGM in Yarmouth.

Members discussed their interest in planning a
Connections and Resource Fair.

Andy Nette, Commissioner — Village of Port Willams,
asked for information in relation to individuals impacted
by lifestyle changes due to REMEDY. Mary Fox, provided
clarifying information on resources available to those
individuals.

Alan Price, Citizen Member — West, spoke on the
uncertainty and change that is upcoming in the next few
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years within the Province for individuals living with
disabilities and for individuals who work with them.

12.Correspondence There was no new correspondence.

13. Public Comments None.

14. Date of Next Meeting The next meeting of the JAAC will be held on September
9, 2026 at 6 PM in Council Chambers at the Municipal
Complex.

15. Adjournment There being no further business, the meeting
adjourned at 7:11 p.m.

Approved by: Joint Accessibility Advisory Committee

MM/DD/YEAR
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