
AGRICULTURAL DESIGNATION 
The goal of the Agricultural Designation is to identify 

lands where agricultural and related land uses are    
encouraged, promoted and given priority over other 

types of land uses.  
 

Compared to the current Agricultural Designation, this      
proposed designation is larger and includes mixed                

agricultural and rural areas on the North and South               
Mountains. The Agricultural Designation enables several 

zones described to the right. Notable changes within all or 
most of the agricultural zones include: 

 Reduced minimum front setbacks for all agricultural 
uses from 120 feet to 40 feet thereby preserving more 
agricultural land 

 Making a distinction between household livestock and 
livestock operations 

 Enabling working farms to offer agritainment uses such 
as u-picks and petting zoos as-of-right 

 Enabling working farms to offer up to five farm stay 
units per lot in repurposed or temporary structures  

 Making it easier for farms and vineyards to include 
product sampling, accessory retail sales and                
restaurants/cafes up to 2,500 sq ft in size 

 Expanded options for home based businesses 

 

Agricultural (A1) Zone 
The intent for the A1 Zone is to identify and protect high capability  
agricultural lands for future agricultural production. This zone will   
provide maximum flexibility for agricultural and complementary uses 
and limit non-farm development, including residential housing. The A1 
Zone generally includes distinct blocks of land that are defined by 
physical and natural features, such as roads, where 60% of the total 
area of the block consists of a combination of fertile Class 2 and 3 soils 
and lower class soils that are actively farmed.  The general intent of 
the proposed A1 Zone is to refine and enhance the existing Agriculture 
(A1) Zone. While there are many similarities and continuity between 
the existing and proposed Agriculture (A1) Zone, notable changes    
being considered to place greater priority on agricultural uses include: 

 Reducing setback and separation distance requirements for  
livestock operations to 100 feet from lot boundaries and        
watercourses, with no separation requirements between     
dwellings on neighbouring properties and livestock buildings 

 Through a Development Agreement process, enabling             
restaurants and event venues as accessory uses to active,       
operating farm businesses with limits on the size of both          
temporary and permanent buildings  

 Eliminating six different exemptions that allow non-farm             
dwellings to be built in this zone, including the pre 1994 lot           
exemption, which was the most prevalent means of enabling 
the development of non-farm dwellings to be constructed in 
the Agriculture (A1) Zone  

 Eliminating the use of soil classification mapping on a site          
specific basis, including the use of this mapping for enabling  
non-farm dwelling development  

 Increased flexibility in 
allowing new non-farm 
housing to locate        
between two existing 
dwellings, or between 
an existing dwelling and 
a road, that are closer 
than 500 feet from each 
other, and meet other 
criteria aimed at minimizing impacts on agricultural land and 
operations. This allows for more compact non-farm dwelling  
development  

 Allowing the creation of lots with 1,000 feet of road frontage 
and a maximum lot area of 5 acres for non-farm dwellings 

 Establishing a maximum setback of 
150 feet for all new non-farm      
dwellings from the front property  
line to limit land use conflicts with  
agricultural uses and preserve a 
greater amount of productive          
agricultural land 

 Eliminating options to rezone out of the Agricultural (A1) Zone 
thereby preserving more land for agricultural uses 

 Changing the way we determine if a farm is a ‘bona fide’ farm 
by utilizing the recognition of a farmer under Canada Revenue’s 
definition. This term is also replaced with ‘farming business’.  
This is used to distinguish a farm dwelling from a non-farm 
dwelling  

Rural Mixed Use (A2) Zone 
Large areas of the North and South Mountains, as well as pockets on 
the Valley floor, are characterized by a mix of agricultural, residential, 
and resource based land uses. While the soils and climate on the 
North and South Mountains are not generally as productive as the 
Valley floor, agriculture is still a dominant land use and many           
agricultural businesses flourish in this zone. Unlike the Valley floor, 
however, there are also large stretches of forested lands, which have 
provided space and natural buffers for residential development to 
take place. The intent of the A2 Zone is to allow a mix of agricultural, 
residential and resource land uses to enable the expansion of the   
agricultural industry, as well as accommodate demand for rural  
housing. 

The A2 Zone is proposed to generally replace hamlet areas, some   
areas zoned Forestry (F1), and some areas zoned Country Residential 
(R6). While there are many similarities with this existing zoning some 
changes are being proposed, intended  to   increase flexibility for    
resource based uses and to provide opportunities for supportive uses 
related to processing, packaging, or shipping of agricultural or        
forestry products. Notable features of this zone include: 

 Providing flexibility for agriculture related industries and         
forestry related industries 

 Establishing a maximum setback for new dwellings of 1,000 
feet from the front property lines to limit land use conflicts 
with resource based uses 

 Requiring that new livestock operations be located a minimum 
of 250 feet from dwellings 

Changes being proposed from the 2014 draft MPS include: 

 No longer allowing two dwelling units on a property to be     

located in two separate buildings  

 No longer including the option for cluster housing to be      

considered by development agreement 

 

Example of a suitable location for non-farm 
housing between two existing dwellings 

Maximum 
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Farm Commercial (A3) Zone 
The A3 Zone is intended to enable farm businesses in and around 
Greenwich to grow and branch 
out into complementary uses, 
while still maintaining the          
agricultural character of their 
current developments. This zone 
encourages va lue -added           
processing and agri-tourism uses 
and limits commercial uses that 
are not related to, or comple-
mentary to, farm operations. 

The A3 Zone is proposed to replace the existing Farm Commercial 
(C13) Zone. While there are many similarities, one notable change    
includes: 

 Reducing road frontage requirements from 200 feet to 100 feet 

 
Country Residential (A4) Zone  

The A4 Zone is intended to provide opportunities for rural residential 
development while accommodating resource development and        
agriculture as well as  limiting the potential for new public roads to be 
constructed in rural areas.   

The A4 Zone is proposed to replace the existing Country Residential 
(R6) Zone in some areas.  While there are many similarities, notable 
changes include:  

 Reduction in the required lot area from 50,000 square feet to 
30,000 square feet  

 Reduction in the required lot frontage from 200 feet to 100 feet  
 Reduction in the required front yard setback from 45 feet to 40 

feet  

Historic Hamlet of Grand Pré (A5) Zone  
The A5 Zone is intended to contribute to the maintenance of existing 
residential areas in the Historic Hamlet of Grand Pré while allowing for 
residential care facilities, non-profit camps and small-scale tourist 
commercial lodging facilities.  

The A5 Zone is proposed to replace the existing Hamlet Historic      
Residential (R9) Zone. The proposed permitted uses and regulations 
associated with this zone are consistent with the current Hamlet     
Historic Residential (R9) Zone. 

 

DID WE GET IT RIGHT? 
Leave your comments on a post it note below OR              

talk to one of our Staff. 


