
 
 
 
 

Who Delivers What? 
A guide to municipal, provincial and federal responsibilities.  

Municipal/Local Government: 
• By-laws  

• Property taxes  

• Building permits 

• Garbage & recyclable collection 

• Local parks and recreation facilities 

• Municipally owned road maintenance 

• Land use planning (zoning) 

• Water and sewer management 

• Public Transit 

Provincial Government 
• Provincial laws 

• Provincial taxes 

• Community & Social services support (seniors, low income, persons with disabilities) 

• Education 

• Emergency Management 

• Roads & Highway maintenance 

• Property assessments  

• Policing 

• Healthcare & Hospitals 

Federal Government 
• Federal & Criminal Law 

• Federal taxes 

• Citizenship 

• Foreign affairs and international trade 

• Natural resources 

• National defense 

• Housing, infrastructure and communities 

• Postal service 



Where Does the Authority Come From? 
A guide to municipal, provincial and federal responsibilities 

Municipal/Local Government: 
• Where the Authority comes from:  

Provincial laws (the Municipal Government Act). 

• What does it do? 
Provides local services and decisions. 

• What laws does it make? 
Local rules called Bylaws, that cover issues such as zoning, noise, parking, animal 
control and property standards. 

• What services does it provide to citizens?  
Municipal owned roads and street maintenance, water, wastewater and sewer, garbage 
collection, building permits, land use planning, and local transit. 

• How does it pay for those services? 
Property taxes, service fees and funding from provincial and federal governments. 

Provincial Government: 
• Where the Authority comes from:  

Canada’s constitution. 

• What does it do?  
Looks after matters that affect a province including healthcare, education, provincially 
owned highways and roads, as well as social services. 

• What laws does it make? 
Provincial laws such as health care, education property, and the creation of 
municipalities. 

• What services does it provide to citizens? 
Public schools, drivers licenses, property valuations, hospitals and health care services. 

• How does it pay for those services? 
Provincial taxes, corporate taxes, provincial sales tax and federal funding. 

Federal Government:  
• Where the Authority comes from:  

Canada’s constitution. 

• What does it do? 
Looks after matters that affect the whole country such as defense, immigration, banking, 
federal laws and federal taxes. 

• What laws does it make? 
National laws such as criminal law, immigration, banking. 

• What services does it provide to citizens? 
Passports, employment insurance, Canada Pension Plan, Mail delivery, Border and 
customs. 

• How does it pay for those services? 
Federal Income tax, corporate tax, sales tax and other federal taxes. 
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